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Africa, But when Xelson arrived this was
changed. Nevertheless the problem of how to
defeat the enemy was his main concern^ and Ms
plan, which he communicated freely to Ms officers,
was really twofold, since the enemy had first to
be lured out of port and then defeated tactically.
Xelson proposed to lure the Combined Fleet
out by starving them of supplies and at the same
time concealing Ms own strength. The starving
process involved the blockade, not only of Cadiz,
but of the whole adjacent coast, and was distaste-
ful to the British Cabinet 3 since it involved trouble
with neutrals. Nevertheless, Nelson carried ii
out. In order to conceal his strength he withdrew
Ms battle fleet to a position fifty to sixty miles
west of Cadiz, keeping only four of the line, and
the frigates within sight of the coast. Luckily
events played straight into Ms hands., for Bona-
parte, hearing that another expedition of troops
was preparing in England, under General Baird5
and fearing that they were destined to join Craig
at Naples, ordered Villeneuve to leave Cadiz and
to enter the Mediterranean. Actually, Baird was
destined for the Cape of Good Hope. Mean-
while Bonaparte had abandoned Ms invasion
scheme5 broken up Ms camp at Boulogne and
was preparing to march against Austria,
Nelson explained the tactical side of Ms plan
in the famous Memorandum which he issued oa
gth October. Expecting to have forty sMps him-
self and crediting Villeneuve rath forty-six, he
proposed to divide Ms own fleet into two squadrons
of sixteen each, under himself and Collingwood,
and to have an advance squadron of eight fast
two-deckers. ColHngwood was to cut off the